	Northumberland and Nelson Street Association – Incorporating Abercromby Place – AGM Discussion Notes – 19.9.2021


Key issues from the NNSA AGM

· Communal Bin Hubs

There was a lively discussion on communal Bin Hubs and points made included the following
· the current collection arrangements in the streets are excellent.
· no change is proposed to the wheelie bins in the lanes so this is not a ‘one size fits all’ approach; some houses will continue to have different waste collection arrangements at the front and back of their property.
· there is a city-wide problem with waste in Edinburgh which is dirty; this has been raised in the press by prominent business people.
· whilst the proposed changes are designed to reduce costs, these calculations need to be revisited in the light of lower recovery income from recycling and poor satisfaction with containerised waste generally.
· GPBs are a low-tech solution with good recycling compliance.
· Freedom of Information [FoI] of costs of collecting GPBs indicated they are comparatively low.

There were no comments in favour of the CEC decision and a motion to support the NTBCC campaign to Save GPBs was carried unanimously. 


· Low Emission Zone [LEZ]
The map of the proposed LEZ indicates an area, including all of the Old Town will be within the LEZ but that the Association streets are not included. Queen Street is the boundary, identified as an east/west route for vehicles to avoid the LEZ. The fines for entering the zone will fall onto small tradesmen with diesel vehicles who provide an essential service to residents and to delivery vehicles necessary to supply the businesses within the zone. Most streets in the zone are at least partially residential and it is not possible in Edinburgh to identify a wholly commercial zone. 
Concern was expressed that inevitably traffic will increase in the Association streets, displaced by the George Street developments and the boundaries of the LEZ. This could cause a deterioration in air quality. It was noted that City of Edinburgh Council [CEC] have a number of current development plans, the cumulative impact of which are not being considered by the council.
It was agreed that the Association will write to CEC expressing concern over our exclusion from the LEZ and requesting that the impact on our streets be closely monitored. 
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